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Tony Schwensen 

Born 1970, Sydney, Australia 

Lives and works in Jamaica Plain MA, US 

 

 

Education 

2007 Ph.D., Sydney College of the Arts, Sydney University  

1997 Certificate in TESOL (Adult Teaching), Australian Catholic University 

1991  Graduate Diploma of Visual Arts, Sydney College of the Arts, Sydney University 

1990 Bachelor of Arts (Art History and Criticism), University of Western Sydney – Nepean 

 

 

Selected Solo Exhibitions and Performances 

2022 Flatpack Vesperbild, STATION, Melbourne 

2017 Victory Tour Boogie Woogie, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

 Tony Schwensen, Mobius, Cambridge MA, USA 

2015 Great America, Bus Projects, Melbourne 

 Historical Revisionism Or: How I learnt to Stop Worrying & Embrace Australian Values, Sarah Cottier 

Gallery,  Sydney 

 Drawings from SUBSERVIENCE, McGladrey Art Gallery, Bentley University, Waltham MA, US 

 SUBSERVIENCE, Mobius, Cambridge MA, US 

2014 Performalism, STATION Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

 An Alien’s History of the United States, Mobius, Cambridge, MA, US 

2013 How Xenphobia Affects Aliens, Mobius, Cambridge, US 

 Creationism Triptychs (Notes on Idiocracy), Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

2012 Monkey Business I, KALIMANRAWLINS, Melbourne 

 Monkey Business II, DB Projects, Sydney 

 Monkey Business III, Modius, Cambridge, US 

2010 Monument, Waterloo Center for the Arts, Waterloo, Iowa, US 

 Change without Chaos (Now More Than Ever), Uplands Gallery, Melbourne  

 Regret, Remorse, Repent, Le Lieu, Quebec City, Quebec, CA 

2009 Post Colonial Cluster Fuck, (Collaboration with Trace Collective), Artspace, Sydney 

 Exasperations, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

2008 Legacy (Biscuits, Boats and Bayonets), Trace Installation Artspace, Cardiff, WAL 

 Difficult Pleasures, Uplands Gallery, Melbourne 

 Fat Corner (Buoys/Beuys), Sarah Cottier Gallery Sydney 

2007 Rise, Artspace, Sydney 

 Plowing Back, Collingwood House, Liverpool Regional Museum, Liverpool, UK 

 TransScandanavia, Downtown Artspace, Adelaide 

2006 Complain about Australia to an Australian, Michael Lett Gallery, Auckland, NZ 

2005 Level, Artspace, Sydney 

 The Feel: DEMOOD, Uplands Gallery, Melbourne 

 FATWHITESTRAIGHTBALDGUY, Videoperformance 1999-2005, The Performance Space, Sydney 

2004 Easy Conversions, Scott Donovan Gallery, Sydney 

 Lag, Artspace, Sydney 

2003  Portable Table Dancing Shooting Gallery, 200 Gertrude Street, Melbourne 
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 Errors of Judgement, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

 No Waugh, Front Room, Sydney 

2002  Border Protection Assistance, Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Casula, Sydney 

 Border Protection Assistance, BLOCK, Sydney 

 Aspiration Limitation Combination (After Rodin), 1st Floor, Melbourne 

2001  When Robert Pene sat next to Lucio Fontana, Briefcase, Sydney 

 Ain’t Nothin But, BAD Projects, Rotterdam, NL 

 Hamburger Boygroup, Galerie Philip McConchie, Monaco, FR 

2000  Looking Homeward, Doolin Pier, Doolin, IE 

 Clogged Up, BAD Projects, Rotterdam, NL 

1999  Water Problems, Project 11, Sydney 

 Australia A, Artspace, Sydney 

1998  Australia A, Smith and Stoneley, Brisbane 

 Australia A, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

1997  Australia A, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

 Australia A, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

1996  Australia A, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 

 Australia A, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

1995  Well Water Under a Tree, David Pestorius Gallery, Brisbane (with Hany Armanious) 

 Nearly, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

1994  Self-Imitating, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

 Bloat, CBD Gallery, Sydney (with Adam Cullen) 

 Microphone Check, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

1993  Special Tourist Shoot, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

 Fuzzy Pumpers Barber Shop, Residence, Sydney (with Adam Cullen) 

 Let me come over, CBD Gallery, Sydney 

 Utterly Stupefied, Newtown McDonalds & Erskineville Railway Station 

 Finesse, First Draft (WEST), Sydney 

1992  Mr Whippy, Bond Stores 3/4, Sydney  

 Show me, Part of Installed, Window, Sydney 

1991 Now, First Draft (WEST), Sydney 

 

 

Selected Group Exhibitions and Performances 

2019 Just Not Australian, Artspace, Sydney  

2018 New Genres Festival, Living Arts, Tulsa, Oklahoma, US   Sanctuary, Gallery 263, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, US  Festival of Radical Performance, Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art, IR 

2017  Salt Lake City Performance Art Festival, Salt Lake City Library, Utah, US  

 Resistance in the age of Global Capital, Kolkata International Performance Art Festival, Kolkata, IN 

 How the Body Traces Language and Culture: Profiles of Performativity, Dhaka Live Art Biennale, Dhaka, BD 

  Puppet Presidents and Power, Plato’s Cave, Brooklyn, US 2016  

Trumped Up, Gallery Luperca, Nashville, US   

Borders, Barriers, Walls, Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne    

Support materials, soft furnishings, RMIT Project Space, Melbourne 2015  

wor(ks/ds) from an anonymous collection , Sutton Projects, Melbourne    

Salt Lake City Performance Art Festival, Salt Lake City Library, Utah, US    

Reliquary, Montserrat College of Art Gallery, Beverly, MA, US   

Art as a Verb, Artspace, Sydney 

 48 HOUR INCIDENT, Centre for Contemporary Asian Art, Sydney 
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 Tell me my Truth, Centre for Contemporary Asian Art, Sydney  

 The lying on the floor, abandoned to lie, Kunstlerforum, Bonn, DE 

2014 TexiT, ICAN, Sydney 

 Art as a Verb, Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne 

 Salt Lake City Performance Art Festival, Salt Lake City Library, Utah, US 

 If To Drift III, Mobius, Cambridge, MA, US 

 Fauvette 2014, Sydney College of the Arts Gallery, Sydney 

 20/200, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

 Preform! Cooperate! Now! Burgtheater, University of Hildesheim, Hildesheim, DE 

2013 4AA4, Centre for Contemporary Asian Art, Sydney 

 Indicating Boundaries, 4th International Live Art Conference, University of the Arts, Hensinki, FI 

 Atelier Paris: The Power Studio, University Art Gallery, University of Sydney, Sydney 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Blue Mountains Cultural Centre, Katoomba 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Redland Art Gallery, Cleveland, QLD 

2012 Swedish for Argument, University of Technology Gallery, Sydney 

 Fauvette Loureiro Memorial Artists Travel Scholarship Finalist Exhibtion, Sydney College of the Arts 

Gallery,  Sydney 

 The New Fair, KALIMANRAWLINS, Melbourne 

 Boo Australia, M100, Santiago, CL 

 Performance Art Links Stockholm, Flyingen, Stockholm, SE 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Orange Regional Gallery, Orange 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Albury Regional Art Gallery, Albury 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre, Muswellbrook 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Manly Regional Gallery, Manly 

 How Yesterday Remembers Tomorrow, Gosford Regional Gallery, Australia, Gosford 

2011 Monaism, Museum of Old and New Art, Hobart 

 Painters Rags, Howard Art Projects, Boston, US 

 National Artists’ Self-Portrait Prize, University of Queensland Art Museum, Brisbane 

 First Show, KALIMANRAWLINS, Melbourne 

 Whistling Past the Freedom Trail, Hunt Library, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, US 

 Short Sharp Shocks, Barbican Gallery, London, UK 

 New Work Old Tricks, Campbelltown Arts Center, Campbelltown 

2010 21st Century: Art in the First Decade, Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane 

 Instructions for Initial Conditions, Drift Station, Lincoln, US 

 Infr`action, International Performance Festival, Sete, FR 

 TAPS: Improvisations with Paul Burwell, Matt’s Gallery, London, UK 

 Gestures and Procedures, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne 

 Uplands Gallery, Melbourne Art Fair, Melbourne 

 Basil Sellers Art Prize, Ian Potter Museum, Melbourne 

 Proof of Purchase, Samson Projects, Boston, MA, US 

2009 Grace Exhibition Space, Fountain Art Fair, Miami, US 

 Points d’impact, Piano Nobile, Geneva, Switzerland, CH 

 Open Art Festival, Beijing, CN 

 Cy and Dusty: Big Pinko (With Andre Stitt) Campbelltown Arts Centre, Campbelltown 

 Off the Strip: Two Weeks of Performance and Video Art , Contemporary Arts Center , Las Vegas, US 

 Rising Tide: Film and Video Works from the Museum of Contemporary Art collection, Sydney, Museum of 

  Contemporary Art San Diego, USA (Travelling to Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney) 

 Terra Nullius, ACC Galerie, Weimar (traveling to Halle 14 of the Leipzig Baumwollespinnerei,  

 Leipzig), DE 

2008 Contemporary Australia: Optimism, Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane 
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 Navinki 10, Minsk , Belarus, BY 

 Uplands Gallery, Melbourne Art Fair, Exhibition Centre, Melbourne 

 Revolutions: Forms that Turn, Biennale of Sydney, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 

 Seamless: Object & Image, National Art School Gallery, Sydney 

 Looking Out, Macquarie University Art Gallery, Sydney 

 MAN – depicting contemporary masculinity, Penrith Regional Gallery, Penrith 

 Performance Art Laboratory Project (PALA Project) Bali, ID 

 Undisclosed Territories, Solo City, ID 

 Contaminate 3, Midway Studios, Boston, US 

 Performanceregistraties #2, Sub Urban Video Lounge, Rotterdam, NL 

 Mobilize, Mobius, Boston, US 

 Recent Graduates from Sydney College of the Arts, York University Gallery , Toronto, CA 

 Revolving Doors, Uplands Gallery, Melbourne 

 Bad Brains, South Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Adelaide 

2007 New Art Dealers Alliance, Ice Palace, Miami, US 

 Bad Brains, A little blah blah, Ho Ch Minh City, VN 

 Recent Graduates from Sydney College of the Arts, Novia Scotia College of Art and Design Gallery , Halifax, 

 CA 

 Hauntings, (With Andre Stitt) Campbelltown Arts Centre, Campbelltown, Sydney 

 Night Time #1, The Performance Space, Sydney  

 Yeah But No But, SNO, Sydney 

2006 Inport IV – International Video-Performance Art Festival, Tallin, EE 

 Yours, Mine and Ours 50 Years of ABC TV, Lewers Bequest and Penrith Regional Gallery, Penrith, NSW 

 Anne Landa Award for Moving Image and New Media, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney  

 En Accion, Zonadearte, Buenos Aries, AR 

 Tomorrow Again, Artspace, Sydney 

 Someone shows something to someone, Canberra Contemporary Art Space 

 14th International Congress for Performance Art, Ho Chi Minh City, VN 

 ANTI Contemporary Art Festival, Kuopio, FI 

 Where Angels Tread, South Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Adelaide 

 Play : Portraiture and Performance in Recent Video Art from Australia and NZ, Perth Institute of  

  Contemporary Art, Perth 

 +Plus Factors, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne 

2005 Artists against Sedition, (With Steven Holland),  

 Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Casula, NSW 

 Play : Portraiture and Performance in Recent Video Art from Australia and NZ, Adam Art Gallery, Victoria 

  University of Wellington, Wellington, NZ 

 Art and About, Banner Project, City of Sydney 

 UGNAYAN O5, The Philippines International Performance Art Festival,  

 Ateneo Art Gallery and University of the East, Manila, PH 

 New Acquisitions in Context, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 

 Don’t Look Now, Scott Donovan Gallery, Sydney 

 National Sculpture Prize, Australian National Gallery, Canberra 

 CTown Bling, Campbelltown Arts Centre, Campbelltown, NSW 

 Placard Project, Mori Gallery, Sydney 

2004 Night Vision, Australian Centre for Photography, Sydney 

 Yellow Pages, Musee d’Art Moderne et Contemporaine, Geneva, CH 

 Cycle Tracks Will Abound in Utopia, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne 

 Post Contemporary Painting, Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane 

 Resistance through Ritual, Westspace, Melbourne 



5 

 Video Hits, Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane 

 Surface Tension- The Artist in The Image, Australian Centre for Photography, Sydney 

2003 Happy Hour, Briefcase, Sydney 

 Front Room, Sydney 

 Ten, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

 Yellow Pages, Kunsthalle Palazzo, Liestal, SCH 

 Boofheads and Scrubbers Revenge, Lewers Bequest and Penrith Regional Gallery, Penrith 

 Yellow Pages, Turm Gallery , Helmstedt, DE 

 ART 34, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Basel, CH 

 Impacts of War and Migration, Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Casula, NSW 

 Anywhere Now, Scott Donovan Gallery, Sydney 

 The Armory Show, Sarah Cottier Gallery, New York, USA 

2002 It’s hard to be human, The Ian Potter Museum of Art, Melbourne 

 Westpac Redlands Art Prize, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney 

 Attention Span, Freespace, Sydney 

 Video/Film/Sound, Scott Donovan Gallery, Sydney 

 Problems in Paradise, Scott Donovan Gallery, Sydney 

2001  Walkman, Briefcase, Sydney 

 Techno Tots, Mori Gallery, Sydney 

 Sunburn: New Art from Sydney, Kampnagel, Hamburg, DE 

 Hamish McKay Gallery, Wellington, NZ 

2000      Sydney! Vienna!, Akademie der Bildende Kunst, Vienna, AT 

1999 Australian Perspecta: Preamble, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 

1998  Helen Lempriere Travelling Art Scholarship, Artspace, Sydney 

 Projection, 151 Regent St Gallery, Sydney 

 Rough Trade, Plimsoll Gallery, Hobart 

1997  Untitled, South, Sydney 

 Sleep, South, Sydney 

 Rough Trade, Tank, Cairns 

 Untitled, 151 Regent St, Sydney 

 Helen Lempriere Travelling Art Scholarship, Artspace, Sydney 

 Australian Perspecta: Fibro, Casula Powerhouse, Casula, NSW 

 Child Bride, Artspace, Auckland, NZ 

 Sydney 1997, 1st Floor, Melbourne 

1996  Ocular, Pendulum, Sydney 

 Techno, Tamworth City Art Gallery and Campbelltown City Art Gallery 

 Road to Love, Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney 

 Compost, Adelaide Festival, Adelaide 

 It’s a guitar shaped world two, Tamworth City Art Gallery, Tamworth, NSW 

1995  Art Hotline 1992 - 1995, The Performance Space, Sydney 

 Magnetic Island, Mori Gallery, Sydney 

1994  Familiarity: Re-examining Australian Suburbia, Plimsoll Gallery, Hobart 

 Fresh Art, S.H.Ervin Gallery, Sydney 

1993  Burton Cullen Rowe Schwensen Shanks Williams, (RE), Adelaide 

 On the table, Galerie Voge and Deisen, Frankfurt, DE 

 Residence #4, Newtown, Sydney 

 Software, Selenium, Sydney 

 Shirthead, Mori Annex, Sydney 

 Rad Scunge, Karyn Lovegrove Gallery, Melbourne 

 Artlumni, Space Y/Z, Penrith 
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1992 Light Sensitive, Artspace, Auckland, NZ 

1991  First Draft 1985 - 1991, First Draft (WEST), Sydney 

1991 Sydney College of the Arts, Sydney 

 Evatt Art Award, Lewers Bequest and Penrith Regional Gallery, Penrith 

1990  Am I or is Penrith far away?, Artspace, Sydney 

 Graduation Exhibition, University of Western Sydney – Nepean 

1989 Introspecta, Street Level, Penrith, NSW 

 Seconds, Street Level, Penrith, NSW 

 The Miniature Show, Arthaus, Sydney 

1988 Shop Lifting is an Offence, Mosaic Performance Week, Street Level , Penrith, NSW 

 

 

Awards, Residencies 

2014 Tanne Foundation Award 

2013 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2012 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2011 Faculty Enrichment Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2009 Artspace Visual Arts Centre, Sydney 

 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

 Faculty Enrichment Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2008 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

 Faculty Travel Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

 Faculty Enrichment Grant, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2007 Power Studio, Cite International des Arts, Paris 

2005  Postgraduate Research Support Scheme, University of Sydney  

 Grant-In-Aid, Postgraduate Research, University of Sydney 

2004  Postgraduate Research Support Scheme, University of Sydney  

2003-6 University Postgraduate Award, University of Sydney 

2003 New Work Development Grant, Visual Arts Fund, Australia Council 

2002 Tokyo, Japan (residency) 

2001 Stichting BAD, Rotterdam 

1998 Artspace, Sydney 

 Helen Lempriere Travelling Art Scholarship, NSW Ministry for the Arts 

1997 New Work Development Grant, Visual Arts Fund, Australia Council 

 Helen Lempriere Travelling Art Scholarship (highly commended) 

1991 Evatt Art Award, Penrith Regional Gallery (highly commended) 

 Pat Corrigan Artists Grant, NAVA  

 

 

Collections 

Estamps des Arts Collection kabinet, Musse d’Art Moderne et Contemporaine, Geneva 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney 

Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 

Queensland Art Gallery, Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane 

Museum of New and Old Art, Hobart 

Musee d’Art Moderne et Contemporaine, Geneva, Switzerland  Private collections in Australia, Germany, The 

Netherlands, Austria, New Zealand, USA, Canada 

Buxton Collection, Melbourne 
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